
Subject: Follow up to Academic Roundtable with Under Secretary Keith Krach

 

Good afternoon,

 

On behalf of the Office of the Under Secretary of State Keith Krach, I would like to share some of the
following materials with you, both attached and linked below. 

 

Under Secretary Krach sent a letter recently to the governing boards of American universities, alerting
them to the threats the Chinese Communist Party poses to academic freedom, to human rights, and to
university endowments. These threats can come in the form of illicit funding for research, intellectual
property theft, intimidation of foreign students, and opaque talent recruitment efforts.

 

University governing boards can help ensure their institutions have clean investments and clean
endowment funds by taking a few key steps:

Disclose all PRC companies invested in endowment funds, especially those in emerging-market
index funds.
Divest from Chinese companies on the Commerce Department Entity List that are contributing to
human rights violations, military coercion, and other abuses.
And simply understand the recommendations issued by the President’s Working Group on
Financial Markets, which examined the risk to investors of Chinese companies that are listed on
U.S. stock exchanges.

 
A number of countries, either their governments or non-governmental bodies, have created websites with
guidance for their own academic sectors.  A few of them are here for your
reference:Australia; Canada; UK: (for academia) and (for industry); Universities UK (non-
government); German universities (non-government).
 
In addition:

Open letter by the College Democrats and College Republicans
State Department fact sheet, "The Chinese Communist Party on Campus: Opportunities and
Risks"
State Department fact sheet, "Military-Civil Fusion and the People's Republic of China"
Secretary of State Pompeo and Secretary of Education DeVos’ joint letter to State
Commissioners of Education
Secretary of State Pompeo and Secretary of Education DeVos’ joint letter to Presidents of
American Institutions of Higher Education and Affiliates

 
As mentioned by the Under Secretary during the roundtable, please consider the State Department a
resource, and do not hesitate to reach out to myself or Sona Ramesh (cc’d here) on any issues. We are
happy to connect you with relevant offices in the Department.
 
We know that the academic community takes these issues seriously and is already implementing steps to
strengthen existing campus policies that protect its research endeavors and academic freedoms. We look
forward to continued close collaboration, alongside our colleagues in the U.S. government, on how we can
best safeguard our higher education academic institutions while still maintaining and bolstering our open,
transparent, and vibrant academic ecosystem that attracts students, scholars, and researchers from
around the world.
 
Best,
Allison
 
Allison Schwier
Senior Policy Advisor
Office of the Science and Technology Adviser to the Secretary
202-538-4741 (work cell

https://www.state.gov/letter-from-under-secretary-keith-krach-to-the-governing-boards-of-american-universities/
https://docs.education.gov.au/node/53172
http://www.science.gc.ca/eic/site/063.nsf/eng/h_97955.html
https://www.cpni.gov.uk/trusted-research-guidance-academia
https://www.cpni.gov.uk/trusted-research-guidance-industry
https://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/policy-and-analysis/reports/Pages/security-sensitive-research-material-UK-universities-guidance.aspx
https://www.hrk.de/resolutions-publications/resolutions/beschluss/detail/guidelines-and-standards-in-international-university-cooperation/
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fded2c2d3-2166-446c-a941-a2344cb88920.filesusr.com%2Fugd%2Fd5a0ea_441a6671c13b4720b2d9f39ceb9e1208.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CSchwierAN%40state.gov%7C17706a9a65f545c7fbe108d87505594d%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637388013131561724%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=lIAGBGd7tHUZfls%2FprxmJ23v1AaerZfuG7yHBRMHXao%3D&reserved=0
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/CCP-on-campus-FINAL.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/What-is-MCF-One-Pager.pdf
https://www.state.gov/joint-letter-to-state-commissioners-of-education/
https://www.state.gov/joint-letter-to-presidents-of-american-institutions-of-higher-education-and-affiliates-regarding-the-peoples-republic-of-china/

