
 

 

 

 

 

Virtual Speaking Opportunities for Expert Speakers on U.S. Study Abroad! 

The USA Study Abroad branch of the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural 

Affairs (ECA) is pleased to partner with AIEA to offer its members opportunities to speak with 

international education audiences overseas on American student mobility.  Generally, these 

opportunities are provided through ECA’S Study Abroad Engagement Grants, which provides small 

amounts of funding to U.S. embassies/consulates and Fulbright Commissions worldwide.  The goal of 

these activities is to engage relevant audiences in diverse countries on how to promote their education 

abroad opportunities, how to create and maintain effective educational partnerships to foster student 

mobility, and how to support American students while they are overseas.  In light of the COVID-19 

pandemic, our opportunities are virtual, though we hope to resume in-person programs in the 

future.  Expert speakers must be U.S. citizens. 

Please see below for more information on currently available opportunities. 
To express interest in serving as a virtual expert speaker in this series, please send an email 

StudyAbroad@state.gov by Monday, September 28 at midnight with the requested information listed 
in the call below. If you have questions please contact StudyAbroad@state.gov. 
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Thank you!  

Location: Virtual 

Dates:  Varied, see below  

Estimated travel grant amount (to cover honorarium, and related expenses): $600 per engagement ($200 

honoraria per speaking day/webinar, and two days of preparation honoraria) 

Language request: No foreign languages are required. 

Program description: 

The State Department’s Bureau of Education and Cultural Affairs is pleased to partner with AIEA, the 
Finland Fulbright Commission and U.S. Embassies across the globe to offer a new virtual program 
Internationalization of Higher Education in the COVID-19 Era: Focus on American Student Mobility 
U.S. Study Abroad Engagement Webinar Series. This free webinar series is aimed at higher education 
professionals at institutions outside of the United States to enable them to better understand the evolving 
environment for and nature of American student mobility abroad. The webinar series aims to raise 
awareness of the changing landscape of U.S. study abroad and international education, to strengthen 
foreign institution’s hosting capacity for U.S. students, and to increase participation in higher education 
strategic partnerships and engagement with U.S. university counterparts. The series aims to pave the way 
for long-term collaboration between higher education institutions around the world with those in the 
United States to increase and diversify American student mobility, as well as faculty exchanges for research, 
lecturing and partnership building. See the abstract attachment for lists of potential programs. All selected 
speakers will work with the Finland Fulbright Commission to fine tune and plan content.  

To express interest in serving as a virtual expert speaker in this series, please email 

StudyAbroad@state.gov by Monday, September 28 at midnight with the following information: 

 Your name, title, institution, number of years of experience in the field, and contact information; 

 Confirmation of your U.S. citizenship (documentation not required to express interest); 

 A brief explanation (no more than 350 words) of why you are a strong candidate for this speaking 

opportunity, including your skills, knowledge, professional experience, interest in particular 

webinar sessions or other qualifications. Please also detail any information related to your 

proficiency presenting in virtual settings. 

 A Speakers’ Bio (200 words max) 

 A link  to your CV 

The successful candidate will be put in touch directly with the Fulbright Commission to discuss program 

details. We anticipate selecting two speakers per webinar. Please note that recordings of the webinars will 

be posted on the program website and be open to the public.  
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Internationalization of Higher Education in the COVID-19 Era: 
Focus on American Student Mobility 

U.S. Study Abroad Engagement Grant Webinar Series 

This free webinar series will be aimed at higher education professionals at institutions outside of the 
United States to enable them to better understand the evolving environment for and nature of 
American student mobility abroad. The webinar series aims to raise awareness of the changing 
landscape of U.S. study abroad and international education, to strengthen foreign institution’s hosting 
capacity for U.S. students, and to increase participation in higher education strategic partnerships and 
engagement with U.S. university counterparts. The series aims to pave the way for long-term 
collaboration between higher education institutions around the world with those in the United States to 
increase and diversify American study abroad, as well as faculty exchanges for research, lecturing and 
partnership building. 

All dates/time to be confirmed. Expert speakers will work directly with the State Department, various 
embassies and the Finland Fulbright Commission to shape the content of these programs and finalize 
abstracts.  

October 

 

October 22: What Does the Future Hold for International Higher Education? A Conversation with 

Educators in Greece, Portugal, Spain and the United States  

At this exceptional moment in time, what does the future hold for international student mobility and 
international education more broadly? Where should higher education professionals focus current 
efforts and best prepare for the ‘new normal’? This conversation between higher education leaders 
and/or government officials from Greece, Portugal, Spain and the United States will focus on practical 
ways that we, together, can shape the future international education space and increase collaboration 
between our countries and higher education institutions.  
 

Monday, November 9, 2020: Planning and Thinking Ahead: What’s Next for International Higher 

Education? 

17:00-18:15 Helsinki 

10:00:11:15 Washington, DC 

7:00-8:15 San Francisco 

These extraordinary times have changed many of the ways that higher education institutions view 

international travel and study abroad. In this webinar, we’ll discuss what’s next for international higher 

education. Where should we focus our efforts and take proactive steps for the future? Instead of 

protecting the status quo and sitting back and waiting for what’s to come, this webinar focuses on 

pragmatic ways that we, together, can shape the future of study abroad and international higher 

education.   

 

November (*International Education week is scheduled for November 16-20) 

 

Week of November 16: What Does the Future Hold for International Higher Education? A 

Conversation with Educators in Australia, Fiji, New Zealand and the United States  



 

 

At this exceptional moment in time, what does the future hold for international student mobility and 
international education more broadly? Where should higher education professionals focus current 
efforts and best prepare for the ‘new normal’? This conversation between higher education leaders 
and/or government officials from Australia, Fiji, New Zealand and the United States will focus on 
practical ways that we, together, can shape the future international education space and increase 
collaboration between our countries and higher education institutions.  
 
Wednesday, November 18, 2020: Reimagining Comprehensive Internationalization  
10:00-11:15 Helsinki 
12:30-13:45 India 
17:00-18:15 Australia 
As international mobility is interrupted by a global pandemic, it’s time to take stock and reimagine 
comprehensive internationalization on our campuses. In this session, we will discuss compelling 
arguments and strategies to internationalize our campuses “at home” and ways to develop stronger 
academic ties between academic institutions in the United States and across the globe. Developing plans 
to internationalize our campuses “at home” not only mitigates against the short-term loss of 
international mobility, but it makes global learning on our campuses more inclusive. By identifying and 
building a diverse team of key leaders and academics to champion and advance internationalization 
efforts, we can internationalize our campuses “at home” right now.  
 
January 
 
Thursday, January 14, 2021: Prioritizing Health, Safety & Security: Hosting American Students  
17:00-18:15 Helsinki 
10:00:11:15 Washington, DC 
7:00-8:15 San Francisco 
Recent events have illuminated the need to prioritize health, safety and security in international 
exchange program development, implementation and management for American student mobility. 
Leaders in international education share lessons learned from the pandemic and offer practical tips on 
risk assessments, emergency plans and protocols. A special focus includes emergency communication 
and the importance of identifying available resources and monitoring the situation closely. 
 
February  
 
 
Tuesday, February 9, 2021: Championing Diversity, Equity and Inclusion in International Education 
17:00-18:15 Helsinki 
10:00:11:15 Washington, DC 
7:00-8:15 San Francisco 
How do we ensure diversity, equity and inclusion as we recruit and attract future U.S. student study 
abroad participants and facilitate an overall empowering experience? This webinar focuses on the 
importance of how prepared we are, as international educators, to encourage incoming and outgoing 
students and scholars to reflect on their identity, the local environment and how to navigate an 
international context that may be distinctly different. This webinar also focuses on practical steps to 
develop international offerings in an inclusive manner through intentional marketing, comprehensive 
advising, and tailored student support for Americans studying abroad. 
 
March 



 

 

 
Tuesday, March 9, 2021: The New Virtual Student Experience: Education, Study Abroad and 
Internships 
17:00-18:15 Helsinki 
10:00:11:15 Washington, DC 
7:00-8:15 San Francisco 
The pandemic has tested our online readiness as classes and student support have moved to virtual 
environments. This webinar offers practical tips and lessons learned when designing online international 
education experiences that take into account a holistic student experience for American students, from 
mental wellbeing to gaining global competencies.  
 
April 
 
Thursday, April 15, 2021: International Strategic Partnerships and Engagement 
10:00-11:15 Helsinki 
12:30-13:45 India 
17:00-18:15 Australia 
In 2020 we saw borders close and international academic mobility interrupted, how can international 
strategic partnerships survive or thrive? This webinar addresses the importance of higher education 
partnerships between the United States and other countries. Speakers discuss current challenges of 
maintaining and building partnerships and give practical tips for reflecting on the main goals of strategic 
partnerships to guide future relations.  
 
May 
 
Wednesday, May 5, 2021: Embracing change: New Partnership Models  
17:00-18:15 Helsinki 
10:00:11:15 Washington, DC 
7:00-8:15 San Francisco 
From international mobility to hybrid programming and fully online collaboration, partnership models 
are changing. As international education is shaped by global events, the flexibility of higher education 
partnerships is being tested. In this webinar, U.S. leaders in the field share best practices how they have 
worked closely with their partners overseas to strengthen collaborative efforts by embracing innovative 
international synergies. As a way to embrace change and try something new, all webinar participants 
will have the opportunity to participate in an interactive networking element, ‘partnership speed-
dating’, as a way for participants to meet others and discuss possible future collaboration.  
 
June 
 
Wednesday, June 9, 2021: Sustainable Partnerships in the Arctic 
17:00-18:30 Helsinki 
10:00:11:30 Washington, DC 
7:00-8:30 San Francisco 
Speakers discuss practical ways for developing collaborations to create a sustainable Arctic. Drawing on 
a panel of experts and participants from the 8 Arctic Council member states, United States, Canada, 
Denmark (including Greenland and the Faroe Islands), Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia and Sweden, the 
webinar focuses on future areas for collaboration and successes in developing educational partnerships 
in this region. All webinar participants will have the opportunity to participate in an interactive 



 

 

networking element, ‘partnership speed-dating’, as a way to meet others and discuss potential future 
collaborations. 
 


